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PREFACE 
 

 

The world is becoming increasingly reliant on data for translating key development initiatives 
into indicators that can be monitored and evaluated periodically. The challenge is not about 
statistical techniques for translating the initiatives; rather it is on how to make available 
accurate and reliable data for development institution like IDB to make informed decision 
about development assistance for its member countries. This 26th edition of the Statistical 
Monograph, Key Socio-Economic Statistics on IDB Member Countries, presents social, 
economic, and financial data on IDB member countries.  

This Monograph provides both country level data and aggregate statistics on socio-economic 
indicators of IDB member countries. Its aim is to bridge the hiatus in aggregate statistics on 
IDB member countries that are missing in most international statistical publications. 
Accordingly, the Monograph is an important source for aggregate statistics that could be used 
to monitor progress and performance of member countries as a group in meeting the targets 
and goals set out in international initiatives including the Millennium Development Goals. 

In this Monograph, new indicators have been added while old ones have been expanded in 
terms of coverage and presentation. In very few cases, some indicators have been dropped 
due to lack of continuity of data from the source. All together, there are some 200 indicators in 
the Monograph which are grouped under three main headings: Demographic and Human 
Development Indicators (Part 1), Macro-economic Indicators (Part II) and External Sector 
Economic Indicators (Part III). Part 1 provides indicators on demography, population 
structure, vital statistic, health, education, poverty and human development, information and 
communication technology, employment, wage, productivity and competitiveness, 
environment, land use, food and agricultural production, which are used to assess progress in 
social and human development. Part II provides information on national accounts, 
government finance, inflation, money supply, and exchange rates and interest rate.  National 
accounts data provide essential information on the economic performance in terms of growth 
and structure of output, investments, and savings. Part III provides indicators on external 
trade, balance of payments, external debt, and financial flows.  

Besides data presentation, the Monograph also analyses major trends of the indicators 
covered in each part. Each Table features data on the performances of IDB and OIC 
economies for various years, together with, for comparative purposes, those of developing 
countries, least developed countries, high-income countries, and the world. 

The data in the Monograph were sourced from the IDB Live Database (which was set up by 
the World Bank in December 2002) and from  online databases, publications and CD ROMs 
of several international institutions including the IMF, UNCTAD, FAO, UNDP, WRI, ILO, and 
OECD. We thank all these institutions for their cooperation and continuous exchange of data 
with IDB. In particular, the IDB is especially grateful to the Data Group of the World Bank for 
their kind cooperation and support in updating data for the IDB Live Database. 

A team of Statisticians led by Dr. Abdullateef Bello prepared this Monograph. The team 
members comprised Aamir Ghani, Abdinasir Nur, and Azam Ali and assisted by Muhammad 
Farooq. 

It is hoped that the Monograph will be useful to researchers and individuals interested in 
monitoring and studying the socio-economic development of IDB member countries. 
Suggestions for improvement of the Monograph are welcomed. 
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1.    DEMOGRAPHIC AND HUMAN  DEVELOPMENT INDICATORS 
 

 
1.1 Population 
 
In 2005, 1.4 billion people lived in the 56 IDB member countries. This was a 72 per cent 
increase from 0.8 billion in 1980, and a 21 per cent increase over the last decade (1995 to 
2005). The population of IDB member countries as a group is projected to continue to grow, 
increasing gradually to reach 1.5 billion in 2010. Member countries with population in excess 
of 100 million in 2005 were Indonesia (221 million), Pakistan (156 million), Nigeria (143 
million), and Bangladesh (143 million). These four countries together represented nearly one-
half of the total population of IDB member countries as a group in 2005. Member countries 
with less than 1 million population in 2005 were Bahrain (0.7 million), Djibouti (0.7 million), 
Qatar (0.7 million), Comoros (0.6 million), Brunei (0.4 million), Suriname (0.4 million), and 
Maldives (0.3 million).  
 
Between 1996 and 2005, on average the population growth of member countries increased at 
an annual rate of 1.9 per cent. Palestine had the highest population growth rate  at 4.1 per 
cent, followed by six countries with growth of 3 or more percentage points (Afghanistan 3.6 
per cent, Somalia 3.3 per cent, Kuwait 3.1 per cent, Niger 3.1 per cent, Chad 3.0 per cent and 
Uganda 3.0 per cent).   Nearly two-thirds of the member countries had higher population 
growth than the average recorded by the member countries as a group over the period 1996-
2005. In contrast, Kazakhstan‘s population decreased by 0.6 per cent in the same period. 
Given the current trend, the population of IDB member countries as a group is expected to 
double in 37 years. 
 
The gender structure of the population of IDB member countries shows that there were more 
males (51.4 per cent) than females (48.6 per cent) in 2005. A similar gender structure was 
observed in 28 member countries. The gap in gender structure was substantial in U.A.E (29.5 
percentage points), Qatar (27.6 percentage points), and Kuwait (22 percentage points). In 
comparison, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, and Mozambique had proportion of females 
exceeding the males by at least two percentage points.  
 
The share of the population of IDB member countries as a group that is of working age (15-64 
years) had decreased to 59.2 per cent in 2005 from 61 per cent in 2004. The proportion of the 
youth population, in those comparable years, had also decreased to 34.8 per cent from 36 per 
cent. Uganda was the only country with more youth population than the working-age 
population in 2005 while Niger and Somalia had nearly the same proportion of youth and 
working age population in 2005. Over one-half of the member countries had youth population 
above the average of the member countries as a group; about one-half of the member 
countries also had working age above the average for the member countries as a group.  The 
proportion of the aged (65+ years) had decreased slightly to 3.9 per cent in 2005 from 4.1 per 
cent in 2004 while one-third of the member countries had aged population above the average 
for the member countries as a group. 
  
The total dependency burden on people who are of working and productive age in member 
countries shows far more variation. Every 100 persons of the working age group in the IDB 
member countries were responsible for the support of between 36 persons (in Kuwait & 
Qatar) and 109 persons (in Uganda) in 2005.  
 
 
1.2    Vital Statistics and Mortality 
 
The population density of the IDB member countries as a group had increased to 42 persons 
per square kilometers in 2004 from 37 persons per square kilometers in 1990.  Nonetheless, 
the member countries as a group were less densely populated than the developing countries 
and the world in the last one-and-half decade (1990-2004).  Maldives, Bangladesh, and 
Bahrain were the most densely populated member countries in 2004 with 1000+ persons per 
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square kilometers. Libya, Mauritania, and Suriname were the least densely populated with 3 
persons per square kilometers in 2004. 
 
Both the crude birth and death rates of member countries have decreased, respectively, to 
28 per 1,000 persons in 2004 and 9 per 1,000 persons in 2004. This has led to a decline in 
the natural growth rate of population ---the difference between the crude birth rate and crude 
death rate--- from 24 per 1,000 persons in 1990 to 19 per 1,000 persons in 2004.  
 
The average number of children born to a woman by the end of her childbearing years (total 
fertility rate) in IDB member countries as a group has remained constant at 4 birth per woman 
since 2000. This is a much higher rate as compared to  those of the developing countries and 
the world both at 3 births per woman. Twelve member countries (Burkina Faso, Chad, 
Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Uganda, and 
Yemen) had fertility rate above 5 births per woman in 2004.  Nearly one-half of member 
countries had births per woman above the average for the member countries as a group. 
 
Mortality rate has been declining in the member countries as a group; this is associated with 
the decline in the impact of infectious diseases which had the effect of improving survival 
rates across all ages including the very young such as the under-5s and infants.  For every 
1,000 live births in IDB member countries as a group in 1990, 125 died before reaching the 
age of 5. By 2004, the under-5 mortality in member countries as group decreased to 92 per 
1,000 live births. However, for four countries (Iraq, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, and Turkmenistan) 
the under-5 mortality had increased while for Somalia it had remained constant at 225 per 
1,000 live births. The trend in infant mortality rate of member countries has shown a general 
decrease reaching 63 infant mortality per 1,000 live births in 2004 from 82 per 1,000 live 
births in 1990. But five countries (Burkina Faso, Cote d’ivoire, Iraq, Kazakhstan, and Togo) 
recorded increase in infant mortality during 1990-2004. 
 
 
1.3 Education  
 
The adult illiteracy rate of member countries as a group has declined from 44 per cent in 1990 
to 34 per cent in 2002-2004. Burkina Faso and Chad were experiencing increase in illiteracy 
rate over 1990-2004. In 2002-2004, illiteracy rate varied across member countries ranging 
from zero per cent in Kazakhstan to 87 per cent in Burkina Faso. However, in terms of 
enrollments in primary and secondary schools, the member countries as a group had 
recorded substantial high rates at 90 per cent for primary school and 50 per cent for 
secondary school since 1990. At the country level, some 10 member countries witnessed a 
decline in both gross primary school enrolment ratio and gross secondary school enrolment 
ratio since 1990. 
 
 
 
1.4 Health  
 
The life expectancy at birth in member countries as a group has increased from 59 years in 
1990 to 61 years in 2004, which is just a 2-year improvement in about a decade-and-half 
years. Twelve countries (Azerbaijan, Chad, Cote d’ivoire, Iraq, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz, Niger, 
Nigeria, Suriname, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan) had recorded decrease in the 
life expectancy at birth.  At country level, the life expectancy at birth in 2004 ranged from 39 
years in Sierra Leone to 77 years in Brunei, Kuwait, and U.A.E. 
 
The percentage of population in member countries with access to basic health needs such as 
safe water and sanitation, has increased generally in most of the years for which data are 
available. In 2003, the population with access to improved safe water in member countries 
ranged from 13 per cent in Afghanistan to 100 per cent in Lebanon and Qatar, whilst the 
population with access to sanitation also ranged from 12 per cent in Afghanistan to 100 per 
cent in Kyrgyz Republic and Saudi Arabia. 
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Member countries with 3 or more physicians per 1,000 people were Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, 
Lebanon, and Turkmenistan. Countries with 0.03 physicians per 1,000 people were 
Mozambique, Niger, and Sierra Leone. In terms of nurses, 6 countries (Azerbaijan, Gabon, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan) had 5 or more nurses per 1,000 people 
and only Jordan had 3 or more pharmacists per 1,000 people in 2004.   
 
Over 1999-2003, the IDB member countries as a group expended on average 4.2 per cent of 
their total output (GDP) in health as compared to 3.7 per cent in 1990. The individual member 
country's share of health expenditure in 2003 ranged from 2.7 per cent of GDP in Comoros, 
Iraq, and Qatar to 10.2 per cent of the GDP in Lebanon. The shares of the public and private 
expenditures on health in total health expenditure of IDB member countries were respectively 
40.3 per cent and 59.2 per cent in 2003. The average per capita health expenditure of  the 
IDB member countries as a group increased from US$ 131 in 1999 to US$159 in 2003 while 
at the country level, it varied from US$ 26 in Comoros to US$ 813 in Bahrain.  
 
 
1.5 Poverty and Human Development  
 
The population of IDB member countries who are living below the national poverty lines 
ranged from 7.6 per cent in Tunisia to 70 per cent in Sierra Leone. The share of population of 
member countries living below $1 a day ranged from less than 2 per cent (Albania, Algeria, 
Jordan, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Morocco, Tunisia and Turkey) to 84.9 per cent in Uganda. 
Similarly, the proportion of the population living below $2 a day in member countries ranged 
from 6.6 per cent in Tunisia to 96.6 per cent in Uganda.   
 
The proportion of people left out of progress (i.e. deprived) in member countries, measured by 
human poverty index, ranged from 6.5 per cent in Palestine to 64.4 per cent in Niger  in 2003. 
However, in terms of human development index (HDI) of 2003, 5 member countries (Brunei 
with rank 33, Bahrain with rank 43, Kuwait with rank 44, Qatar with rank 40, and UAE with 
rank 41) were in the high human development category, while 21 countries were in the 
medium human development category (with ranks ranging from 58 to 144), and 17 countries 
were classified into the low development category with ranks ranging from 148 to 177. 
Member countries with the lowest HDI ranking of 2003 were Burkina Faso and Mali at rank 
174, Sierra Leone at rank 176, and Niger at rank 177. 
 
 
1.6 Information and Communication technology 
 
Information and communication technology (ICT) plays a pivotal role in an economy. It 
creates jobs and enables countries to leapfrog development as well as attract foreign direct 
investments. Member countries as a group had an average of 102 television sets per 1,000 
people in 2000-2004.  The number of main telephone lines has increased from 55 in 2000 to 
59 per 1,000 people in 2004. Similarly, the telephone subscribers have also increased from 9 
in 2000 to 19 per people in 2004. The number of cellular mobile telephone subscribers has 
substantially increased from 31 in 2000 to 122 per 1,000 people in 2004. 
 
The member countries as a group had an average of 31 personal computers (PCs) per 1,000 
people in 2000-2004, while the number of internet users had nearly quadrupled from 12 in 
2000 to 46 per 1,000 people.   
 
 
1.7    Employment indicators 
 
Science and technology are the driving force for innovation and creativity. In this age of 
knowledge-based economic development, a country's ability to meet its technology needs 
depend on strengthening indigenous technology and producing more human capital in R&D. 
Between 1990 and 2004, the number of researchers in R&D in the individual member 
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countries, for which data are available, ranged from 17 per million people (Burkina Faso) to 
1,977 per million people (Jordan). Similarly, the number of Technicians in  R&D in member 
countries ranged from 14 per million people (Pakistan) to 728 per  million people (Jordan). In 
2004, IDB member countries' high technology exports ranged from US$ 2 million (Cameroon) 
to US$52.9 billion (Malaysia).  The patent applications filed by residents in member countries 
varied from 32 (Tajikistan) to 2,426 (Iran) in 2000-2004. 
 
 
 
1.8 Employment indicators 
 
The average labour force of the IDB member countries as percentage of the working age 
group has remained unchanged at 67 per cent since 1990. Between 1990 and 2002, the 
annual average growth rate of the labour force ranged from -1.1 in Tajikistan to 1.2 per cent in 
Jordan and Maldives. Over 1990-2002, the percentage of labour force in agriculture varied 
from 1 per cent in Kuwait to 93 per cent in Burkina Faso. In the same period, the percentage 
of labour force in industry varied from 2 percent (Burkina Faso, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau and 
Mali) to 40 per cent (Morocco). Similarly, the percentage of labour force in services sector 
varied from 4 per cent in Uganda to 83 per cent in Kuwait.  
 
 
1.9 Wage, Productivity, and Competitiveness 
 
In 2004, the average hours worked per week in member countries ranged from 41 (Mali, and 
Mozambique) to 55 (Pakistan). The minimum wage during 1995-99 ranged from US$65 per 
year (Kyrgyz) to US$ 8,244 per year (Kuwait). Productivity, proxied by labor cost per worker 
or value added per worker in manufacturing, has generally increased in all member countries 
between the periods 1980-84 and 1995-99 except in a few countries where it has declined: 
Algeria (from US$ 6,242 in 1980-84 to US$2,638 in 1995-99), Egypt (from US$2,210 in 1980-
84 to US$1,863 in 1995-99),  Jordan (from US$4,643 in 1980-84 to US$2,082 in 1995-99), 
Kyrgyz (from US$2,287 in 1980-84 to US$687 in 1995-99) and Yemen (from US$4,492 in 
1980-84 to US$1,291 in 1995-99). In terms of competitiveness, only four IDB member 
countries have data out of the 60 countries reported in the World Competitiveness Yearbook 
2005. Of the four member countries, Malaysia and Indonesia slipped from ranks 16 and 58 in 
2004 to rank 28 and 59 respectively in 2005, while Jordan and Turkey have improved their 
competitiveness performance from 48 and 55 in 2004 to 44 and 48 in 2005 respectively. 
 
 
1.10 Land Use and Environment  
 
The share of arable land of member countries as a group in total land area has increased 
marginally by about 0.6 percent point from 8.2 per cent in 1990 to 8.8 per cent in 2003. The 
permanent crop land of member countries, however, has remained constant at 1.4 per cent of 
the total land area since 1990. Non-agricultural land (i.e. others) of member countries has 
accounted for the lion's share of the total land area at around 90 per cent since 1990.  
 
The forest area of the member countries as a group averaged 13 per cent of the total land 
area in 2005, which is more than half of the forest area of the low-income countries at 28 per 
cent, the developing countries at 31 per cent and the world at 31 per cent. The average 
annual deforestation of the IDB member countries as a group  was 41,923 square kilometers 
during 1990-2000. This was 2.5 times lower than the developing countries' annual 
deforestation at 102,956 square kilometers, and low income countries' at 73,087 square 
kilometers. The total carbon dioxide emissions of member countries as a group has doubled 
to 2,731 million metric tons in 2002  from 1,422 million metric tons in 1990. Similarly, the   per 
capita carbon dioxide emissions of member countries as a group have increased from 1.5 
metric tons to 2.1 metric tons in 2002. In contrast, the developing countries' per capita carbon 
dioxide emissions have exhibited a decreasing trend from 2.4 metric tons in 1990 to 2.2 
metric tons in 2002.  
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1.11 Food and Agricultural Production  
 
The top-2 rice producing countries in 2005 were Indonesia (53,985 thousands metric tons) 
and Bangladesh (40,054 thousand metric tons). Across the member countries, the rice 
production varied from 0.3 thousand metric tons in Algeria and Turkey to 53,985 thousands 
metric tons in Indonesia in 2005. The top-3 wheat producing member countries in 2005 were 
Pakistan (21,591 thousand metric tons), Iran (14,500 thousand metric tons), and Kazakhstan 
(11,300 thousand metric tons). Wheat production at individual country level ranged from 0.04 
thousands metric tons in Qatar to 21,591 thousand metric tons  in Pakistan. Maize production 
varied from 0.01 thousand metric tons in Djibouti to 12,041 thousand metric tons in Indonesia.   
 
Agricultural and food production indices have generally increased. In particular, agricultural 
production indices for member countries as a group increased from 72.1 in 1990 to 111.5 in 
2005; and the food production indices also increased from 71.6 in 1990 to 111.5 in 2005.  
Furthermore, the per capita agricultural and food production indices have generally increased 
during 1990-2004.   
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2.    MACROECONOMIC INDICATORS 
 
 
 
2.1 Growth of Output and Income 
 
The output of the member countries as a group in constant prices doubled to US$ 1.8 trillion 
in 2004 from US$0.9 trillion in 1990.  In relative terms, the average real output of the member 
countries was 5 per cent of the World output  and about 25 per cent of that of the developing 
countries'. Five member countries with the largest economy in 2004 were Turkey US$ 229 
billion, Saudi Arabia US$ 215 billion, Indonesia US$ 197 billion, Iran US$ 126 billion, Egypt 
US$ 117 billion, and Malaysia US$ 107 billion. Output of these five member countries nearly 
accounted for one-half of the real output of the IDB countries as a group. Turkey's real output 
alone far exceeded the combined output of the Least Developed Countries since 1990.  
 
The annual real GDP growth of IDB member countries as group has exhibited cyclical trend: it 
peaked at 8.4 per cent in 1990, slowed down to 1.7 per cent in 2001 and then accelerated to 
6.2 per cent in 2004. The annual real output growth of member countries varied widely from 
one decade to another but in 1995-2004 recording 3.9 per cent growth. During 1995-2004, 
the real GDP growth of member countries was sufficient to compensate for the population 
growth of 1.9 per cent.   
 
In the period 1985-1994, real output growth decreased in four countries (Albania -4.3 per 
cent, Cameroon -3.5 per cent, Sierra-Leone -1.9 per cent, and Tajikistan -7.5 per cent), while 
during 1995-2004 only Guinea-Bissau recorded a negative real output growth of -1.4 per cent. 
Decade-wise comparison of real output growth shows that ten countries experienced 
contraction in their output. During 1995-2004, nearly one-half of member countries had 
average annual real output growth that exceeded the average of the member countries.  
 
 
 
2.2 Per Capita Output and Income 
 
The real output per capita of the member countries as a group increased to US$ 1,317 in 
2004 from US$ 944 in 1990. The top-3 countries with real per capita output of US$ 10,000 or 
more in 2004 were U.A.E (US$ 22,173), Kuwait (US$ 17,674) and Bahrain (US$ 13,852). The 
bottom-3 countries in terms of real per capita output in 2004 were Tajikistan US$ 223, Niger 
US$ 156, and Guinea-Bissau US$ 137. At the country level, the per capita GDP ranged from 
US$ 137 in Guinea-Bissau to US$ 22,173 in U.A.E.  Over one-third of the member countries 
had per capita GDP in 2004 above the average of the member countries.  
 
In terms of gross national income (GNI) at current prices, the member countries as a group 
recorded significant increase from US$ 0.93 trillion in 1990 to US$ 1.92 trillion in 2004, which 
was 5 per cent of the World’s and 24 per cent of the developing countries’ GNI. Similar to the 
real per capita output, the GNI per capita increased from US$ 903 in 1990 to US$ 1,447 in 
2004. 
 
2.3 Structure of Output 
 
The share of agriculture in GDP of the member countries as a group decreased from 16.9 per 
cent in 1990 to 13.3 per cent in 2004. The top-3 countries with over 50 per cent share of 
agriculture in GDP in 2004 were Guinea-Bissau (70.7 per cent), Chad (60.9 per cent) and 
Sierra Leone (53.2 per cent). Individual country shares varied from 2.1 per cent in Jordan to 
71 per cent in Guinea-Bissau in 2004.  
 
Industry sector of member countries as a group registered a decrease in its share of GDP 
from 35.6 per cent in 1990 to 34.5 percent in 2004. The top-3 countries with over 50 per cent 
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share of industry in GDP in 2004 were Algeria (73.5 per cent), Gabon (68.5 per cent) and 
Azerbaijan (54.3 per cent). At the IDB country level, the share of industry in GDP in 2004 
ranged from 8.6 per cent in Chad to 74 per cent in Algeria. 
 
Manufacturing sector of the member countries, as a share of GDP, has averaged around 14 
per cent since 1990. Individual country shares ranged from 4 per cent in Guinea to 25 per 
cent in Syria in 2004. 
 
Services sector of the member countries as a group has averaged 43 per cent of GDP since 
1990.  Services sector contributed more than 50 per cent of the GDP in 13 member countries 
(Bangladesh, Cote d’ivoire, Egypt, Gambia, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Lebanon, Morocco, 
Pakistan, Senegal, Tajikistan, Tunisia, and Turkey) in 2004.  Individual country share of 
services sector ranged from 14 per cent of GDP in Algeria to 73 per cent in Jordan in 2004. 
 
 
 
2.4 Sectoral Growth Rates 
 
Almost all member countries have recorded positive average annual growth in agriculture 
sector over the decade 1995-2004.  
 
Nineteen member countries achieved industrial growth rate of more than 3 per cent during 
1995-2004 period, while one country (Cote d'Ivoire) experienced contraction in industrial 
output during the same period.  
  
Thirteen member countries recorded manufacturing growth rates in excess of 3 per cent while 
2 countries experienced a decrease in manufacturing output during the period.  
 
Out of  22 countries for which data were available on services sector for two decades (1985-
1994, and 1995-2004), 17 countries had recovered from low growth rates, while the remaining 
5 countries witnessed decrease in services output. 
 
 
 
2.5 Structure of demand 
 
The share of household final consumption (i.e. private consumption) in the GDP of member 
countries as a group decreased from 59 per cent in 1990 to 56 per cent in 2000 while the 
share of the general government consumption also dropped from 15 per cent in 1990 to 14 
per cent of GDP in 2000. The gross domestic savings rate, on the other hand, has increased 
to 30 per cent of the GDP in 2004 from 23 per cent of GDP in 1990. But the share of gross 
capital formation (i.e. investment) has remained unchanged at 20 per cent of the GDP since 
1990.  
 
The share of the exports of goods and services in GDP of the member countries increased 
from 29 per cent of GDP in 1990 to 37 per cent in 2000, while the share of imports of goods 
and services in GDP almost remained 20 per cent over the period 1990-2004. 
 
 
2.6 Government Finance 
 
Fiscal balance is an important instrument for maintaining macro-economic balance. Over 
1990-2004, the magnitude of the budget deficit varied from one country to another and from 
one region to another. In some countries, both the revenue and expenditure as per cent of the 
GDP had decreased, while in others, expenditure had continuously outpaced revenue, giving 
rise to persistent fiscal deficits.  
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2.7 Inflation, Money Supply and Exchange rate 
 
The inflation rate, measured by consumer price index, in the member countries as a group, 
has slightly declined to 4.9 per cent in 2004 from 5.0 per cent in 2000. The average inflation 
rate over the period 1994-2003 for individual countries varied from -7.2 per cent in Libya to 
31.8 per cent in Suriname.  
 

Changes in broad money supply (M2) in member countries generally fluctuated without any 
discernible pattern.  In 2004, most member countries recorded expansion in M2 except three 
countries (Benin, Burkina Faso, and Comoros) which witnessed contraction. During the period 
1995-2004, the average annual change in money supply varied from 2.3 percent in Niger to 
70.1 percent in Turkey. 

 
The member countries had different exchange rate arrangements in 2003 which can be 
classified as follows: 6 countries had independent floating arrangement (IF), 17 with managed 
floating (MF), 12 had pegged arrangement (P), and 11 had their currencies pegged to Euro 
(or several exchange arrangements).  In terms of exchange rate structures in 2004, 4 
member countries had dual exchange rate (D), 42 had unitary exchange rate (U), and 2 had 
multiple exchange rates (M). 
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3.  EXTERNAL SECTOR ECONOMIC INDICATORS 
 
3.1 External Trade 
 
Total exports of goods and services of member countries have increased almost three-folds 
from US$ 295 billion in 1990 to US$ 765 billion in 2004. Malaysia (US$ 140 billion) and Saudi 
Arabia (US$ 132 billion) were the only countries with exports above US$ 100 billion in 2004 
while, at the other extreme, Guinea-Bissau (US$ 98 million) and Comoros (US$ 59 million 
had exports of less than US$ 100 million each in 2004.  
 
The imports of goods and services of the member countries doubled from US$ 298 billion in 
1990 to US$ 595 billion in 2004. Turkey and Malaysia were the top importers of goods and 
services in 2004. Malaysia was the most open economy in 2004, followed by Bahrain, 
Turkmenistan, and Maldives. Nearly two-thirds of member countries had opened up their 
economy between one decade (1985-1994) and another (1995-2004). During  2000-2004, 
exports of goods and services surpassed the corresponding imports, making the member 
countries a group of net exporters.  
 
The terms of trade of member countries as a group have fluctuated over the years. At country 
level, from 2001 to 2002, only 11 member countries recorded an improvement in terms of 
trade. 
 
Intra-IDB member countries’ trade, which can be proxied for measuring the extent of 
cooperation and integration, has recorded an upward trend during the period 2000-2004. The 
proportion of Intra-IDB member countries’ merchandise exports in total exports reached 13.5 
per cent in 2004 from 11.4 per cent in 1990. Similarly, the share of intra-IDB member 
countries’ merchandise imports in total imports increased to 16 per cent in 2004 from 12.1 
percent in 1990.  
 
In terms of direction of trade, the share of merchandise exports of IDB member countries as a 
group in their total merchandise exports to industrial countries has dropped from 62 per cent 
in 1990 to 52 per cent in 2004 whilst the share to oil-exporting countries has increased slightly 
from 5 per cent in 1990 to 6 per cent in 2004.  Similarly, the share of exports of IDB member 
countries as a group in their total exports to non-oil developing countries increased 
substantially from 27 per cent in 1990 to 38 percent in 2004. 
 
In terms of direction of imports, the share of merchandise imports of member countries as a 
group in their total merchandise imports from industrial countries dropped from 65 per cent in 
1990 to 45 per cent in 2004, while their share of imports from oil-exporting countries has 
increased from 7.5 per cent in 1990 to 9.8 per cent in 2004. Similarly, the share of 
merchandise imports of member countries as a group in their total merchandise imports from 
non-oil developing countries increased from 24 per cent in 1990 to 47 per cent in 2004. 
 
 
3.2 Balance of Payments and International Reserves 
 
The current account of member countries varied widely from one country to another. In 2004, 
for countries for which data were available, the current account balance ranged from US$ -15 
billion in Turkey to US$ 51 billion in Saudi Arabia. At country level, 15 out of 20 member 
countries had current account deficits while in 2004, only  5 countries had current account 
surplus.  
 
The net income of the member countries as a group narrowed from US$ -5 billion in 1990 to 
US$ -23 billion in 2000. The net current transfer decreased from US$7.5 billion in 1990 to 
US$ 6 billion in 2000. Across countries, the net current transfer ranged from US$ -14 billion in 
Saudi Arabia to US$ -7.5 billion in Pakistan in 2004. 
 

  49



The gross international reserves (including gold held by central banks) of member countries 
as a group had increased substantially from US$ 66 billion in 1990 to US$ 380 billion in 2004. 
At country level, 27 countries had more than US$1 billion each in reserves in 2004 while the 
top-4 countries with more than US$ 30 billion reserves were Malaysia (US$ 66 billion), Algeria 
(US$ 43 billion), Indonesia (US$ 35 billion), and Turkey (US$ 36 billion).  The reserves of 
member countries ranged from US$ 84 million in Gambia to US$66 billion in Malaysia.  
 
The reserves in months of imports of member countries as a group have shown an upward 
trend from approximately 3 months in 1990 to 7.4 months in 2004. The top-7 countries with 
reserves that covered more than 12 months of imports in 2004 were Libya (55 months), 
Guinea-Bissau (36 months), Algeria (28.5 months), Yemen (18 months), Lebanon (15 
months), Nigeria (14.4 months) and Egypt (13.3 months).  Individual country's reserves in 
months of imports ranged from 1.4 months in Tajikistan to 55 months in Libya in 2004. 
 
 
 
3.3 External Debt 
 
According to the World Bank's measure of degree of indebtedness, in 2003, 18 member 
countries were classified as severely indebted, 12 countries moderately indebted, and 12 
countries less indebted. All 18 severely indebted member countries are eligible for debt relief 
under the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Initiative of the IMF/World Bank. 
 
The total external debt of member countries as a group has reached US$ 737 billion in 2004 
from US$ 412 billion in 1990. The country level external debt ranged from US$0.3 billion for 
Comoros and Maldives to US$162 billion for Turkey in 2004.  The top-2 countries with more 
than US$ 100 billion external debts were Turkey and Indonesia. The debt-to-GNI ratio of 
member countries averaged  37 per cent in 2004 compared to 39 per cent in 1990.  
 
The debt-service-to-GNI ratio of member countries as a group had decreased to 2.8 per cent 
in 2004 from 3.9 per cent in 1990. At country level, the debt-service-to-exports ratio ranged 
from 0.6 per cent (Togo) to 85 per cent (Lebanon) in 2004. 
 
 
3.4 Financial Flows 
 
The net resource flows (comprising net ODA, net other official flows and net private sector 
flows) to member countries has increased from US$28 billion in 1990 to US$46 billion in 
2004. Sixteen member countries received net resource flows of over US$ 1 billion each in 
2004 with Iraq topping the list, followed by Iran and Egypt.  
 
The share of concessional flows (official development assistance and official aid) in total net 
resource flows to member countries  declined from an average of 88 per cent in 1990 to 59 
per cent in 2004. In particular, in 2004, only 9 member countries received concessional flows 
above US$1 billion namely Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Egypt, Iraq, Mozambique, Pakistan, 
Palestine, Senegal and Uganda. 
 
In terms of net FDI, the following seven member countries received more than US$ 1 billion of 
FDI each in 2004: Azerbaijan, Egypt, Kazakhstan, Libya, Pakistan, Sudan, and Turkey. 
 
Total net financing of IDB Group, up to the end of 1426H, amounted to US$41.4 billion. Of 
this figure, US$435 million were approved for the Muslim communities in non-IDB member 
countries.  The composition of total net financing of IDB Group was as follows: Trade 
financing operations represented 59 per cent, ordinary financing operations 40 per cent 
(mainly through loans, leasing, and installment sale), while special assistance operations 
accounted for the remainder.  
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Technical Note 
 
 
The purpose of this technical note, following the lead of the World Bank's World Development 
Indicators (WDI), is to state some of the statistical estimation procedures used in the Statistical 
Monograph. 
 
In calculating statistical aggregates, the following rules were used: 
 

 Aggregate data for IDB are either totals or weighted averages. 
 

 No aggregate values are calculated if missing data account for more than a third of the 
number of observations in a given year. 
 
 

 Aggregates of ratios are calculated as weighted averages of the ratios using the value of the 
denominator as weight. Most often the average indicated for IDB is weighted according to the 
relative share of the countries in the group total for that indicator. 
 

 Aggregate growth rates are calculated using exponential trend function. The resulting growth 
rates reflect trends that are not unduly influenced by exceptional values. Except where 
specifically noted growth rates of values are computed from constant price series. 
 
 

 Aggregates for income groups (such as LDCs, High Income Countries, Developed Countries, 
and the World) are taken directly from the source of data, except for OIC countries which 
were computed by IDB staff. 
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